Fornham St Martin cum St Genevieve Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Fornham St Martin cum St Genevieve Parish Council
held on Monday 10" March 2025 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall

Councillors present: Clir. J. Borrett - Chair (JBo), Cllr. M Collier - Vice Chair (MC), Clir. P. Butler (PBu),
CllIr. J. Rushman (JR), ClIr. C. Last (CL) & CliIr. B. Mahon (BM).

Also present: David Yates — PCC.
ITEM

PUBLIC FORUM:
11 Members of the public were in attendance.

Mr. David Yates raised the subject of an article in The Daily Mail newspaper on the 20th of
February, concerning problems experienced at a Golf Club in the North West of the country
where pickle ball courts were located. The report apparently detailed action taken against
Holyhead Golf Club for balls hitting cars on a nearby road and landing in a local resident’s
garden. After complaints, the HSE investigated and found undue risk. The Isle of Anglesey
County Council issued a Notice to the golf club to close the 18th hole due to the risk to people
and property, including cars. The club closed the whole course as a 17-hole course was
unviable.

Mr. Yates also mentioned that Justin Hook has taken over as Editor of the Church magazine
covering the 7 Lark Vally Parishes. It was suggested that those Parish Councils who do not
have a village magazine, be invited to place regular items of details and information to their
residents, for a contribution towards costs.

25/03/1 | chairman’s Welcome & Acceptance of Apologies for Absence (LGA 1972, Section 85(1)

& (2)):
Apologies: Clir. P. Borrett. Clerk — Vicky Bright.

25/03/2 | peclaration of Members’ Interest (for agenda items) — LGA 2000 Part lI:
None.

25/03/3 | Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council meetings — LGA 1972, Schedule 12, para
41(2):

Resolved 25/03/3.01

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th February 2025 were adopted
as a true statement and signed by the Chairman (JBo).

25/03/4 | County, District and Community reports:
CllIr. Sarah Broughton & ClIr. Rebecca Hopfensperger both sent apologies.

Clir. Hopfensperger sent the following report for SCC;

LGR/Devolution

In December last year the government invited SCC to enter discussions on how Local Government

Reform looked like in Suffolk and whether SCC was interested in being put forward for the Devolution Priority Pro-
gramme which would fast track those areas who are successful with regards to local

government reorganisation. The government made it clear that there will no longer be any two-tier local govern-
ment structures in the country such as we have in Suffolk and that unitary councils with mayoral combined authori-
ties overseen by a mayor will be the way forward. SCC voted to express an interest on being included in the DPP
and the government confirmed in January that Suffolk was successful in its interest. SCC was then asked to submit
an interim business case on what local government structure in Suffolk could look like by 21st March. The govern-
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ment also wrote to the other councils in two tier authorities asking them to submit similar business cases. The min-
ister will then look at the business cases and then decide the direction of travel and a final business case will be
submitted by September.

The elections for SCC were delayed in 2025 to allow the tight timescales for business cases to be met and the next
elections for a directly elected mayor will take place in 2026.

SCC have come forward with a preferred option of one unitary for the whole of Suffolk and here is the reasoning
behind that:

One council for Suffolk would make delivering public services simpler, cheaper and quicker, and better meet the
needs of residents and businesses, county leaders have said today.

Following a recent government announcement that Suffolk’s county, district and borough councils will be replaced
with a single-tier system, Suffolk County Council argues that consolidating all services under one unitary authority
is the only effective way to deliver against the government’s criteria for local government reform.

The move would see all council services, such as waste collection and disposal, housing, social care, planning,
highways maintenance, leisure, school placements and travel and street cleaning, all provided by one authority -
rather than the six that currently exist in Suffolk.

Bringing together district, borough and county council functions is expected to reduce duplication, lower administra-
tive costs and ensure a more coordinated and cost-effective approach to delivering essential services.

The council warns that splitting services among multiple bodies would force the duplication of essential functions -
such as social care, highways maintenance and schools - currently managed at a county level.

The key benefits of one council are:
Simpler for residents — one council would make it easier to understand and contact local gov-
ernment
Clearer accountability — there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what
Better use of funding — a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-wide ap-
proach to budgeting
Better alignment of services — since everything is under one roof, services can be more eas-
ily coordinated, creating opportunities for improve services for residents
More efficient decision-making — with just one council, decisions can be made more quickly
. Stronger leadership — a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic voice
for Suffolk.

The council will submit its initial proposal to the government by 21 March, with a more detailed business case to
follow later in the year. The government will then undertake a public consultation.

CliIr Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for devolution, local government reform and
NSIPs, said:

“The financial benefits of unitary local government are clear. By cutting unnecessary bureaucracy, the new council
— whoever may serve on it — will have more money to invest in frontline public services, ensuring better value for
taxpayers.

“But reorganisation must go beyond financial savings. It must also deliver greater accountability, speed up deci-
sion-making and lead to better outcomes for local communities. There is huge opportunity in pulling together ser-
vices currently separated across the district, borough and county councils — such as housing and social care.

“If the government is serious about delivering savings, efficiencies, better outcomes for residents and financially
sustainable local government, then there is only one answer - one council for Suffolk. Moreover, it is the only model
that meets their criteria of serving over 500,000 people.

“One council for Suffolk will provide clear leadership, simplify access to services and eliminate the confusion of
navigating multiple councils. Carving the county in two or three — as has been suggested - would defeat the pur-
pose.”

The government’s plans will also see the election of a mayor for Suffolk and Norfolk in May 2026, who would take
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control over strategic policy areas like transport infrastructure, economic development, health improvement and
blue light services — along with devolved government funding to deliver positive change.

Library Services
You will have seen in the press and social media that SCC have made the decision to take the library service back

in house from the Suffolk Library services which has run the service since 2012. Please see below the reasons for
this:

Suffolk’s 45 libraries to remain open and see new investment as Suffolk County Council plans to take ser-
vice back in house

Business as usual as 45 libraries to remain open

Opening hours maintained

New mobile library vehicles and library computers across sites
Important community asset protected

Suffolk’s 45 libraries would remain open, see no change to opening hours and have new mobile libraries and com-
puters as part of a plan to bring the service back into Suffolk County Council.

Subject to a formal Cabinet decision on 18 March 2025, staff running Suffolk’s library service — along with their
years of experience and love for libraries - will transition to the direct employment of the council on 1 June 2025.

The county council would invest £200,000 in replacing Suffolk’s aging mobile libraries with a further £157,000 for
new books and to replace public computers in libraries across Suffolk. This is in addition to the £6.6 million a year
budget available for Suffolk’s libraries.

It follows an attempt to secure an external provider for a new six-year contract (with the option to extend for up to a
further six years) which had to be abandoned due to difficulties in aligning submissions with the service require-
ments and budgets.

Following the end of the procurement process, Suffolk County Council entered negotiations with Suffolk Libraries
(the current provider) to reach agreement on a shorter-term contract. The intention was to secure the immediate
future of the library service from 1 June 2025, while the longer-term future was considered. However, Suffolk Li-
braries were unwilling to accept those terms and proposed different terms which were not acceptable to Suffolk
County Council and would have breached procurement law.

In addition, serious concerns about the viability of Suffolk Libraries also surfaced. The concerns included their pro-
posal to reduce opening hours by 30% and issues with the financial stability of the organisation. There is also con-
cern about the cost of their head office, including senior managers, which equates to 33% of their annual staffing
costs. Suffolk County Council believes that more of the library budget should be invested in frontline services.

Councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for environment, communities and
equality, said:

“The future of Suffolk’s 45 libraries will be in safe hands as part of our plans to protect and enhance the service.

“With these proposals, there will be no library closures, no reduction in library opening hours, and certainty and se-
curity for our most important asset - library staff and volunteers.

“Additionally, we propose new investment to buy new mobile library vehicles and upgrade computers across library
sites.

“We know how important library services are to residents, particularly those who rely on them for education, access
to information, support and, of course, books.

“A 30% cut to opening hours and the current management costs are unacceptable to Suffolk County Council. This
is why we’re taking action. We are responsible for libraries in Suffolk and this is the right thing to do to protect them
and the services they provide to residents.”

Suffolk County Council today published two open letters explaining its proposal, one to Suffolk residents and the
other to Suffolk Libraries staff, volunteers and supporters. They are available to read on www.suffolk.gov.uk
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Background

o Suffolk’s library services have been delivered by Suffolk Libraries IPS since 2012, with the current con-
tract ending on 31 May 2025.

e  Suffolk County Council is the main funder of the service, with an agreed budget of £5.9 million a year. In
2023/24, Suffolk County Council increased the annual budget by £720,000 to £6.6 million a year.

e The contract to operate libraries in Suffolk had to be put out for competitive tender in 2024 as it had
reached its maximum legal length.

e  The procurement was abandoned due to difficulties in aligning submissions with the service requirements
and budgets.

e Following the end of the procurement process, Suffolk County Council entered negotiations with Suffolk
Libraries (the current provider) to reach agreement on a shorter-term contract. The intention was to se-
cure the immediate future of the library service from 1 June 2025, while the longer-term future was consid-
ered. However, Suffolk Libraries were unwilling to accept those terms and proposed different terms which
were not acceptable to Suffolk County Council and would have breached procurement law.

e In addition, serious concerns about the viability of Suffolk Libraries also surfaced. The concerns included
their proposal to reduce opening hours by 30% and issues with the financial stability of the organisation.
There is also concern about the cost of their head office, including senior managers, which equates to
33% of their annual staffing costs. Suffolk County Council believes that more of the library budget should
be invested in frontline services.

25/03/5 Planning Applications for consideration:

DC/24/0538/FUL RE-CONSULTATION - two pickleball courts and two tennis courts. Lo-
cation: All Saints Hotel, The Street, Fornham St Genevieve.

Resolved 25/03/5.01

It was unanimously agreed to submit OBJECTIONS to the application to include the following
points...

Very much as our previous submission: the noise and wildlife reports seem to be wholly
inadequate and concern was also expressed by Clirs. about a recent article in the Daily Mail,
copied to Councillors before the meeting by David Yates, detailing Health and Safety risks
having pickle ball courts on a golf club site. The Parish Councils’ principal objection is the
close proximity of the proposed courts to neighbouring properties and the residents of the two
homes attended and spoke at the meeting to underline their objections. The PC agreed that
the courts could easily be relocated very much nearer the Hotel, and any noise would not af-
fect hotel guests as the facility would only be in use during the day. The attending representa-
tives of the Hotel stated that this was not possible as it was the only suitable position on the
entire property.

West Suffolk Local Plan Main Modifications Consultation (04.03.25 — 15.04.25)
Clirs. were briefed on the documentation and noted the dates/locations of the consultation
points.

(For information only):

DC/25/0129/HH - a. porch extension b. infill extensions to front and rear elevation c. first
floor side elevation d. double doors to replace windows to rear elevation e. single sto-
rey rear extension f. new windows to side and rear elevations g. new rooflight to front
elevation. Location: 4 Lark Valley Drive, Fornham St Martin

Pending Decision

DC/24/1779/FUL — stand-alone jet wash facility within existing compound. Location:
West Suffolk Operational Hub, Bury Road, Fornham St Martin
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Approved 6th February 2025

DC/24/1660/FUL - change of use of land to equestrian and construction of domestic sta-
bles. Location: North Lodge, Fornham Park, Fornham St Genevieve
Pending Decision

DC/24/1647/HH - a. single storey side extension b. cladding to all elevations c. replace
existing front door with one window. Location: ‘Homelea’, Church Close, Fornham St
Martin

Approved 7th January 2025

DC/24/1671/TPO - TPO 030 (1960) tree preservation order one Ash (T1 on plan within A5
on order) fell. Location: The Laurels, Parklands Green, Fornham St Genevieve
Pending Decision

AMENDED DC/24/0614/FUL - partial change of use of golf course to site six timber
pods. Location: All Saints Hotel, The Street, Fornham St Genevieve (Re-consultation)
Approved February 13th 2025

DC/24/1123/FUL - reinstatement of 10-metre-high golf ball safety nets to the rear of 23-
29 Pigeon Lane on the golf course side of existing tree belt. Location: All Saints Hotel,
The Street, Fornham St Genevieve

Pending decision

DC/24/1091/FUL - parking area for 15n0. cars. Location: All Saints Hotel, The Street,
Fornham St Genevieve
Pending decision

DC/20/0496/FUL - 68 lodges with parking, landscaping, waste & recycling areas and
construction of compound/maintenance area. Location: St Genevieve Lakes, Road from
Bury Road to B1106, Timworth

Pending decision

25/03/6 Weekly Inspection Reports Trim Trail & Play Area & Agree Weekly Rota:
ClIr. John Rushman to continue weekly inspections and has forwarded photographs to the
Clerk that were taken at the most recent visit.

25/03/7 Finance & Policies:

Payment Schedule/list to authorise payment of outstanding invoices

Resolved 25/03/7.01

The payment schedule for outstanding invoices was checked and signed by two signatories.

‘One Suffolk’ Website Annual Hosting Fee Increase
Resolved 25/03/7.02
The increase was unanimously agreed.

Consider a S.137 donation application from the Village Hall Committee
Resolved 25/03/7.03
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A £500.00 donation was unanimously agreed towards the cost of floor repair in the Village
Hall.

25/03/8 Councillors Reports & Items for Future Agendas:

¢ Vehicle crashes on the sharp bend on the Culford Road in FSG - Refreshing of white
lining carried out, but roundels on the road surface have not been overpainted. Trim-
ming of basal growth of trees in footpaths. Trimming of weeds/hedges closing down
the width of footpaths.

Meeting closed at 8:50pm

Date of Next Meeting: Parish Council Meeting on Monday 14th April 2025 at 7:30pm, in the
Village Hall. Followed by the King George Playing Field Trustee Meeting.

Meeting closed at 8:50pm

Signed: U, Borrett Date: 14 April 2025
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