Fornham St Martin cum St Genevieve Parish Council

MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
18:00, Tuesday 215t May 2026

Present: Clir John Rushman (JR) (Vice Chair), Clir Paul Butler (PB), Clir Brandon Mahon (BM), Clir Linda Leong-Son
(LLS), District Cllr Sarah Broughton. Clerk Justin Hook (JH), 1 representative from All Saints Resort (ASR), David

Yates (DY) from the church, and 7 members of the public.

AGENDA

Election of Chair to preside over the meeting

Cllr John Rushman was elected as Chair.

To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8" May 2025

Minutes were approved. The Clerk had failed to print, so will sign at the next Parish
Council meeting.

ANNUAL REPORTS

3.

Parish Council Chair's Annual Report (Clir. Clive Last)
The Chair’s report was shared.

As we start our new year your Parish Council is pleased with the considerable progress we have
made in the last year. Our administration, financial planning and communications have all been
improved under the guidance of our new Parish Clerk, Justin Hook.

We look forward to a new ‘West Suffolk’ unitary authority, after the governments decision to back
the three unitarities for West Suffolk, and the abolishment of existing district and county councils.
Decision making for West Suffolk residents will now be much closer to home, with problems and
opportunities that are so different for those the other side of Suffolk. Plans are starting to come
forward for how that will look and the processes and stages involved.

Alongside county realignment, we are still very centred on our drive to merge ‘The Fornhams’
into a single Parish Council. We have communicated this proposal at every opportunity, as have
our colleagues in Fornham All Saints, and we have received nothing but positive support. We
had asked for this merger of equals to start in April 2026, but WSC decided that it would have to
wait for their full Community Governance Review in 2027. WSC received the proposal
favourably and are currently in a period of public consultation (until the end of June), with a final
decision planned to be made later this year.

We have nonetheless set out in the coming year’s plan, our aims for the combined villages, and
a focused but limited budget. We have listened to our constituents and our aims will be;

safety of our roads and pavements
cleanliness and appearance of the villages
support for village activities and facilities

The clearing and widening of the pavement network that circles the two villages has been a
great success, with many residents commenting on how much better the villages look and how
much safer the paths are to navigate. The Parish Council recognised the need to step in and
take responsibility (at considerable cost), but the contractor, jointly engaged by the two PC’s has
done a fantastic job. Thanks to all involved, and especially Long’s Farm who agreed to take the
spoils of earth for us.

We also have the new volunteer group, like FAS already have, again under Justin’s leadership,
which will continue to tackle smaller jobs that will have a great impact on the village look, feel



and amenity. Well done to those volunteers who have signed up and helped — we actively
encourage more folk to sign up and be a part of this great initiative.

We continue to focus on speeding traffic and under councillor's Mahon’s leadership are working
towards a coordinated group of ‘slow down’ signs throughout the two villages. The evidence
shows that 95% of motorists slow down for these signs. We still don’t have a solution for the
morons who ignore the signs.

The same emphasis is applied to keeping the villages looking clean. We have paid-for litter
picking and those who maintain our floral displays. These will continue and hopefully improve in
the coming summer. Thank you to all our volunteers - official, unofficial, seen and unseen — you
all play a major part, thank you.

The playing field and play equipment in FSM has been a topic of much debate. Whilst we have a
small children’s play area and adult fitness trail, both are poorly used and having had little work
done to them, are now very costly to refurbish and maintain. Some immediate repairs to the play
area have taken place this week, with a tidy up and refresh planned in the next month or two.
The trim trail has been made safe and we will monitor and discuss again next year. We also
have some minor maintenance works to carry out around the village, on benches, signs etc.

The grass cutting has begun. We are somewhat feeling our way with that, as WSC as we are in
between contractors and WSC seem to have stepped in, greying the lines slightly. But you will
hopefully see some marked improvements in the coming weeks.

We continue to support the various village’s institutions as best we can within our budget, as we
see them vitally important for the health of the village.

Whilst concentrating on the needs of our villagers we have to remember that we also represent a
number of businesses in our parish, who bring varied jobs and vital rates income to the area.
Sometimes, to balance their needs demands common sense and often compromise solutions.
We have learnt quickly that it is difficult to please all of the people all the time and will ask for
your understanding on some occasions.

Of equal importance is Local Planning. Whilst the long prepared 2041 plan was approved last
July, National Government has decreed that it no longer meets their housing objectives for West
Suffolk and a new 2043 plan has to be prepared within two years. The first call for sites to
support this housing growth has just ended. The old target for West Suffolk was just over 750
homes per year. In the new plan, this is increased 56% to almost 1200 per year, with the
maijority targeted for Bury and surrounding villages. That’s equivalent to a new Marham Park
every two years. Five of those new estates at Rougham Hill, Westley, Barton Road, Rougham
A14 side and Rougham Airfield are already approved. The Fornhams are the closest village to
Bury and villagers need to follow the new plans closely and make their increased voice heard at
an early stage.

I'd like to thank my fellow Clirs for their hard work and commitment in supporting me as Chair,
but also in representing you as villagers. They give up their time to be involved, attend meetings,
take on responsibilities, and all voluntarily, so thank you.

Thanks to our Clerk for his efforts keeping everything running smoothly, and hopefully legally.
And finally thanks to our County and District Clirs for their ongoing support, advice and
encouragement — and occasional funding ! Thank you.

District Councillor Report (ClIr. Sarah Broughton, West Suffolk Council)

Local plan is under judicial review. Initial call for sites for next local plan ended yesterday (20"
May).

WSC spent £6.5 billion on the land for the expanded waste hub, to create extra parking and a
bin storage area, and protect against future land-locking. Site is under the condition that it will
only be used for the purposes in relation to the waste hub, no other uses.



New Better Recycling collections starting 1°* June. Residents to get in touch with SB or Rh if any
issues with bins or collections.

The whole project is costing lots, but was a central government initiative and some cost towards
the new vehicles was claimed from them.

PB expressed that the tollgate junction appeared to be working well.
SB agreed it does appear to be running smother after a couple of tweaks.

County Councillor Report (Clir. Rebecca Hopfensperger, Suffolk County Council)
Full report received — see Appendix.

Police Report
No report received.

The Clerk expressed disappointment at the lack of response by the local police representatives.
SB confirmed that the police used to attend or send reports.

Fornham All Saints Church
Report received from David Yates.

58 services at the church in the past year

Many visitors commenting “glad you are open’

Church guide recently updated

20 full grave plots and 65 ashes plots available still, then churchyard will be closed and
Parish Council will take over its maintenance. At an estimated 5 burials per year, that's a
potential 4 year timeframe

e  Church will be applying for a further £900 grant from the council to help towards the
(circa.) £2200 churchyard maintenance costs each year

Community Groups / Organisations
Reports received and read out from;

Village Hall
Financially another difficult year when we were unable to increase our reserves.

We have been successful in our application to receive funding from West Suffolk Council for
some external maintenance of the building. It has been identified that there are some cracks in
the flint work around the rear door. In addition, some of the pointing needs to be replaced. We
received a quote from H G Frost who will carry out the work. This needs to be completed by the
end of September, to make use of the funding.

Groups — We continue to have some long-term groups but, unfortunately, we have had to say
‘goodbye’ to five groups, some of whom were closing due to lack of numbers. On a positive note,
Lynne has managed to secure a new sewing group Fibre Fusion; a new WI group and a choir
who will meet in the Hall in the autumn. Some Workshops are also booked. There continues to
be bookings for family parties, but these have become less frequent.

Grounds — over a weekend last August the car park and the edge of the property were strimmed
and cleared of weeds. The garden shrubs were pruned, and the area was tidied up.

Parking — this remains an issue regarding a neighbour who insists on using our parking bay at
the front of the building despite being reminded that the Hall is private property and there are
signs to indicate that the spaces are for the use of Hall users only. The Parish Council in the
past has spoken to this person, and several letters have been issued. The Community Police
Officer has been advised and has spoken to the person concerned.

Equipment — a table storage trolley was purchased through the funds received from West Suffolk
Council. This is proving especially useful and keeps the tables away from the walls, causing
damage.



Decoration — during the month of August the Main Hall underwent some decorative work. The
Dado rail is often knocked, and paint was peeling off, therefore, it was stripped of paint (several
layers from over the years) and sanded down. It was then varnished. This has reduced the need
for annual painting.

The Small Hall continues to be used for storage of the chairs and tables and has now undergone
some redecoration. The painting of the Kitchen is the next task.

In order to keep costs down, the Committee have undertaken small maintenance tasks,
gardening, and decoration of the Hall themselves.

Our Hall Manager, Lynne Quelch, continues to do an excellent job of looking after the Groups;
advertising for new groups; keeping the Social Media pages up to date, and maintaining the Hall
to a high standard, as well as doing decorating and gardening. Thank you Lynne for your hard
work and support.

Reports given by representative of the following groups;

The Computer Club, by Bernard Grimshaw

| founded the Fornham All Saints Computer Club in 2016 while serving on the Parish Council.
After retiring, | wanted to contribute something practical to the village, and | recognised that
many residents were struggling with everyday computer use. The club began with Windows
support and later expanded to include iPads. | also provide training at the Great Barton
Computer Club, where | have led the sessions for the past five years.

My professional background is in engineering production management, where | gained extensive
experience using computers and integrating digital systems into products. Several years of study
with the Open University strengthened my technical understanding, and in the last decade of my
career | worked in software development, installation and training, while also providing technical
support to a team of business consultants. This mix of engineering and hands-on software work
underpins the practical approach | bring to the club.

We meet in the Community Centre, whose committee has been extremely supportive in
providing fast broadband and a comfortable environment for learning.

Early financial help from the Parish Council and from our district councillor, Beccy, enabled us to
cover our initial setup costs.

The club now has around 40 members in Fornham and over 50 in Great Barton, and both clubs
offer similar services.

We operate on a formal basis with a small committee. | serve as Chairman and deliver the
tutorials and technical support. We also have a Treasurer and two additional committee
members who help run the organisation.

Membership is £25 per year. We aim to keep the fee low so that cost is never a barrier, but
rising hall charges have required modest increases. Our main groups cover their costs with a
small surplus, but the beginners’ groups — which are intentionally small — often run at a loss.
We continue them because they are essential for new learners.

Our programme provides four meetings each month at each venue:
+ Two Windows sessions (beginners and main group)
+ Two Apple/iPad sessions (beginners and main group)

A key benefit of membership is access to help when problems arise. Depending on the issue, |
support members remotely, at their homes, or at mine. When a problem is outside my scope, |
direct members to appropriate local services. This “triage” approach prevents unnecessary costs
and gives members confidence that they have somewhere safe to turn.



Although many members live in the Fornhams, we also draw people from nearby villages and
from Bury St Edmunds, which keeps the club active and sustainable.

Our meetings are usually tutorial-based. | demonstrate a topic, members work through practical
exercises, and | provide detailed follow-up notes so they can practise at home. Internet safety
remains the most popular subject, but recent priorities have included the transition to Windows
11 and understanding the rapid arrival of Al in everyday computing.

Overall, the club has become a valuable part of village life in Fornham All Saints, offering

practical support, social connection, and increased digital confidence. We hope to continue
providing this service for many years to come.

PUBLIC FORUM

Resident raised concerns regarding the tree and vegetation removal around the footpath from The Drift,
along the A134 and down the old Thetford Road. The timing of the works was during nesting season and
so much habitat has been lost.

Clerk confirmed that he had received further concerns from residents, and that he had tried to contact
WSC, sadly with no response.

A planning application had been lodged for works to trees around the perimeter of the field, but works had
begun prior to any approval.

The Clerk bumped into the contractor when walking and asked what was going on? The owner was
clearing the field perimeter in order to install a fence. The contractor confirmed that the trees / bushes that
they had been working on were young, unestablished stock which didn’t require permissions, and that they
had been carefully checking for nesting birds as they went.

The full works will have proper ecological survey completed.

PB questioned what the concerned resident would like to see happen?

Resident was concerned that a whole generation of birds could be lost

Suggestion was for council to write to the owner and contractor expressing concern, and requesting their
response. It was hard no to be cynical and ask why now ? Was it the start of building works ?

Council to add to June agenda.
DY raised that he had seen a quad bike in the village spraying verges and kerbs.

Clerk confirmed it would have been SCC, and that they had made a decision to begin spraying again to
keep weeds down.

Council to add to June agenda.
DY also raised the weeds along the verges by the church.

The Clerk confirmed he was working on a new grass cutting contract.

Meeting closed 18:45.



These minutes will be signed at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2026.

Signed as a true and accurate reflection of the meeting.

Signed: Date:
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Suffolk County Council has submitted its formal objection to plans for EcoPower’s
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At its prestigious national infrastructure conference at The Hold in Ipswich on 11
June 2025, Suffolk County Council has challenged Government on the emerging
Planning and Infrastructure Bill.

£8m funding for Bus Service improvements
Suffolk County Council has secured a grant of £8m from the Department for
Transport for new and enhanced bus services in the county.

[LOCAL] Improvements identified to boost walking and cycling thanks to Active
Travel

West Felixstowe and the road between Capel St Mary and Copdock could see
boosts to walking and cycling and improved road safety.

July 2025

Suffolk’s once-in-a-generation, state-of-the-art fire control room goes live
A new era in emergency response has begun in Suffolk, as Suffolk Fire and
Rescue Service unveils its cutting-edge control room in Ipswich, introducing
faster, smarter and more resilient 999 operations.

[LOCAL] Council secures funding for sustainable libraries and schools
Suffolk Community Libraries in Lowestoft, Brandon, and Stowmarket are the
latest buildings to benefit from funding to make them more sustainable and
energy efficient.

August 2025

Council remains opposed to pylon project, as application submitted
National Grid has formally applied to build its Norwich to Tilbury pylon project,
but Suffolk County Council remains firm that it is not an appropriate scheme.

[LOCAL] Lowestoft waste upgrades underway
Upgrades are underway at the Lowestoft Recycling Centre and Waste Transfer
Station ahead of government’s Simpler Recycling changes coming in 2026.

[LOCAL] New and Improved bus services coming to Suffolk this month
17 new or enhanced bus services will launch across the county between 31
August and mid-September, with a further 7 expected to go live later this year.

September 2025

Suffolk’s vision for nature recovery
Suffolk’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) has been drafted following a
successful consultation earlier this year.

32,000 solar panels and counting for Solar Together Suffolk project
The successful Solar Together Suffolk scheme is now open for registration for
2025.
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Second year of £500,000 Culture Project Fund launched

Suffolk County Council is pleased to announce the second year of its £500,000
Culture Project Fund. This initiative is aimed at strengthening and supporting
local arts and museum projects in our local communities across the county.

Ambitious new plan to Get Suffolk Working
An ambitious new plan to tackle economic inactivity and boost employment
across the county will be considered by Suffolk County Council’s cabinet.

One Suffolk plan submitted to government

The business case, setting out the proposal for a single unitary authority in
Suffolk, explains how One Suffolk would save the county £39.4 million a year and
enhance local services.

[LOCAL] Active Travel works to improve pedestrian safety by Ipswich
Waterfront

The works will re-locate pedestrian crossings used to access the popular
entertainment area.

[LOCAL] New homes for Newmarket under way

Construction of 50 new homes on the old St Felix Middle School site in
Newmarket is progressing, with a show home expected to be open in the new
year.

[LOCAL] Gull Wing Bridge celebrates first anniversary
The award-winning Gull Wing Bridge, which has transformed traffic in Lowestoft,
is celebrating its first anniversary.

October 2025

Councillors approve historic devolution deal, paving the way for major
investment for Suffolk

Suffolk County Council’s cabinet has voted in favour of creating a new mayoral
authority for Norfolk and Suffolk.

Suffolk celebrates five years of investment in the National Cycle Network
The county looks to the future after five years that has seen £5 million invested
in the network.

November 2025

Suffolk County Council announces £63m A12 highway improvement proposals
A full planning application for improvements between the A12/A14 Seven Hills
Junction and Woods Lane junction north of Woodbridge will be submitted later
this month.

Project Celebrating Disability in Suffolk gets £139k grant from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund

Suffolk Archives has been awarded a grant of £139,107 to deliver Beyond Labels:
Celebrating Disability in Suffolk which will shine a light on the lives,
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achievements, and challenges of people with disabilities across the county - past
and present.

December 2025

Council secures £2.9 million from DfT Incentive Fund for 2025/26
Suffolk gets extra Government funding under a scheme that rewards excellence
in highways asset management and efficiency.

Inspectorate satisfied with Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service’s improvement
progress

His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS)
has confirmed it is satisfied with the progress Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service is
making to address improvements identified during its previous inspection

Suffolk secures more than £26 million bus funding over three years
Government funding for public transport in Suffolk is confirmed for three years.

£12m Active Travel funding over four years announced for Suffolk
Suffolk County Council schemes promoting walking, cycling and wheeling receive
funding for another four years from the government.

[LOCAL] Objection lodged to Red House Farm planning approval over school
funding shortfall

Suffolk County Council has formally objected to Ipswich Borough Council’s
proposed planning approval of over 1,000 new homes at Red House Farm on
Westerfield Road, part of the Ipswich Garden Suburb development, due to a
significant shortfall in funding for essential education infrastructure.

[LOCAL] Scheme to boost biodiversity and tackle flooding on the River Tin at
Bungay

Suffolk County Council, in partnership with the River Waveney Trust, has secured
more than £50,000 for a natural flood management plan.

[LOCAL] New heating solution for central Ipswich
Some of central Ipswich’s key workplaces and community buildings could be
heated in a revolutionary way, thanks to a new heat network.

January 2026

Suffolk County Council proposes new 20mph speed limit policy for communities
A scheme to make it easier to introduce 20mph speed limits is to be considered
by councillors.

Department for Education acknowledges progress - and sets clear expectations
for Suffolk’s SEND improvement

The partnership responsible for overseeing and delivering services for children
and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in
Suffolk has been praised for making important improvements by the Department
for Education.
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[LOCAL] County Council set to approve much-needed provision for children Page 48
with complex needs

Suffolk County Council is set to discuss the development of a new children’s

home in Saxmundham, for children with complex needs, at its Cabinet meeting

on 27 January.

February 2026

Council budget protects frontline services amid rising costs and demand Page 50
Suffolk County Council has agreed an £850 million budget for 2026/27,

prioritising and protecting frontline services despite rising costs, increasing

demand and continued shortfalls in national funding.

[LOCAL] County Council continues to back Newmarket sports hub Page 51
Suffolk County Council remains committed to helping provide Newmarket

residents with a local sports facility, on the site of the new Edmundham Homes

development on Fordham Road (the former St Felix Middle School site).

[LOCAL] New SEND school and centre of excellence to be built in Bury St Page 52
Edmunds
A new special school for Bury St Edmunds has been given the go-ahead.

[LOCAL] Council objects to LionLink slamming lack of coordination and fears for Page 53
communities

Suffolk County Council maintains its objection to LionLink plans, with concerns

for the many negative impacts on local communities and environment.

March 2026

[LOCAL] Two new crossings approved for key Haverhill route Page 55
Suffolk County Council is to install new crossings to improve safety on the

Railway Walk.

[LOCAL] New safety improvements for pedestrians and cyclists between Page 56

Ipswich Hospital and The Waterfront
Works are scheduled to start in April and will see improved junctions, pedestrian
crossings and traffic calming measures.




March 2025

Suffolk County Council confirms decision to bring Library Services back In-House

Suffolk County Council has confirmed that it will be bringing all 45 libraries back under its care and
control. The decision, made at the Cabinet meeting, will ensure continued access to high-quality,
community-focused library services across the county. As part of this move, the council plans to:

e Keep all 45 libraries open

e Maintain opening hours

e Create job security for all frontline staff

e Secure a sustainable future for Suffolk’s library services

In addition to continuing its core library services, the council is investing £200,000 in mobile libraries,
with a further £157,000 for new books and to replace public computers in libraries across Suffolk.

Libraries have long been at the heart of Suffolk’s communities. They are essential spaces for
learning, connection, and support, and the council is committed to ensuring they remain hubs that
bring people together. The focus is on building upon the excellent services already provided,
strengthening libraries' role as trusted local resources that meet the evolving needs of residents.

Looking to the future, Suffolk County Council envisions libraries becoming even more integrated into
the wider community, serving as convenient access points for a range of essential council services.
This includes providing information and support around Adult Social Care, offering health and social
care services, facilitating Family Hub activities, and promoting digital inclusion. The aim is to make it
easier for residents to access vital services and support, all within the welcoming, familiar setting of
their local library.

“This was an incredibly difficult, but important decision for the future of our Library Service.

“Libraries are more than just places to borrow books—they are community spaces where people can
access vital services, learn new skills, and build connections.

“With this decision, we are securing a bright future for all 45 libraries across the county, ensuring
they remain accessible, vibrant, and sustainable for generations to come.”

Suffolk County Council would like to express its sincere gratitude to Suffolk Libraries, who have run
the library contract for the past 12 years. Their passion and hard work have been integral to the
success of library services in the county, and the council appreciates all they have done to support
local communities. We look forward to welcoming library staff back into the county council and
continuing to support them in delivering outstanding services to the public.

We would also like to thank the 1,250 volunteers whose commitment has been essential in
delivering high-quality services to residents across Suffolk. As we transition the library service back
under council control, we remain fully committed to working with our volunteers. Their invaluable
contributions will continue to play a central role in the future of our libraries, and we are excited to
explore new opportunities to expand volunteer involvement.

The library service will officially return to Suffolk County Council control on 1 June 2025.



200 new specialist SEND places for Suffolk

The creation of 200 new specialist places across the county for children and young people with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is set to be considered by Suffolk County Council’s
cabinet.

An extra 100 places could open this year, and another 100 new places by September 2026, with
future plans being drawn up. These places will be spread across Suffolk and tailored to meet need
and demand.

The plan to be presented to Cabinet next Tuesday April 1%, outlines how £18.6million could best be
spent to support the growing population of SEND children and young people who need specialist
education. Over the last five years, Suffolk pupils accessing special schools and units attached to
mainstream schools has increased by over 40%.

The proposal includes £3million to be spent on small groups and units in mainstream schools from
September 2025 and £12million to be spent on developing satellite units linked to existing special
schools across Suffolk from September 2026. The remaining £3.6million is earmarked for further
SEND provision.

In the past five years, 1,025 new specialist SEND places across Suffolk have been agreed.
Andrew Reid, Cabinet Member for Education and SEND at Suffolk County Council, said:

“We know the importance of making sure that children are in the right provision for their needs at
the right time. We haven’t always got this right and keeping up with the ask for new places is
challenging, and costly, but we continue to revisit our plans and redirect resources when needed.

“It’s reassuring to see the level of support we get from headteachers who are willing to open
specialist units linked to their mainstream schools. We remain thankful for these offers.”

On top of these new 200 places, future plans will continue to be drawn up. Using the recently
published Joint SEND Needs Assessment report, work is underway to create a Joint SEND Sufficiency
Plan, written in conjunction with health, social care, inclusion and transport. This will establish how
future Department for Education SEND capital money should be spent.

These plans will be discussed at the cabinet meeting on Tuesday April 1 at 2pm. Read the Cabinet
papers.

April 2025

Suffolk County Council Signs the Power of Youth Charter — A Commitment to
Empowering the Next Generation To Shape Their Future

Suffolk County Council has signed the Power of Youth Charter, joining a UK-wide movement to
empower young people to take the lead in shaping a better future for themselves, their
communities, and society.



The Power of Youth Charter led by the #iWill Movement outlines a bold vision: that all children and
young people should be empowered to make a positive difference on the issues that affect their
lives. By signing the Charter, Suffolk County Council is making a public commitment to putting young
people at the heart of its decision-making, championing youth voice, and working collaboratively to
support youth social action.

The #iWill Movement is a collaboration of over 1,000 organisations and 700 young #iWill
Ambassadors & Champions from across the UK, supported by charities UK Youth and Volunteering
Matters. The movement brings together organisations and individuals to empower more young
people to take part in social action—making a positive difference in their communities and wider
society. By championing youth voice and participation, the movement aims to ensure all young
people, regardless of background, are supported to lead change.

At a meeting of Suffolk’s Youth Parliament, Cllr Bobby Bennett, Cabinet