Fornham St Martin-cum-Fornham St Genevieve
Annual Parish Chairmans Report

The Parish Council has had yet another busy year with a number of matters to deal with again and I offer personal thanks to my fellow Councillors for their valued contributions and well considered opinions on all PC business undertaken, and for their help and support throughout.
Three Councillors recently stood down and we welcomed two new members in Naomi Steward and John Rushmore.   We are therefore one Councillor short and would invite any interested person to apply to the Clerk to come aboard.  
I would like to say many thanks to our Clerk, Vicky Bright, for all her hard work and dedication throughout the past year, we absolutely rely on her helpful and knowledgeable advice, and I am particularly grateful for her reminders, corrections, prods and chastisements - as and when needed.
We are grateful to our two District Councillors Sarah Broughton and Rebecca Hopfensperger for all their help, guidance and support - in many ways - through the past year.
As Trustees the PC has responsibility for the King George's Playing Field, and this year we have tidied up the field and trees and maintained the play and fitness equipment including replacing the wooden hurdles completely. We know further work is needed and we will be looking to do some of that this coming year.  
Most fruit trees seem to be doing well despite some accidental damage, but also some vandalism too.  
At the lower end of Barton Hill, the PC has had a 30MPH repeater post repositioned to eventually hold another VAS machine, when funds allow, so that we would have four fixed at permanent locations.  Without doubt they definitely help reduce traffic speeds.   Matthew Kemsley has continued to charge and maintain the machines and he is also our village historian and so we offer him our gratitude for volunteering to take all this on.  
A new Highway gate has been installed at the St Genevieve roundabout entrance to the village, to replace the old dilapidated one.
A new wooden bus shelter has been purchased and erected, to replace the decrepit old one near to Oak Close on the B1106, and seems satisfactory, and a new village 'gateway' has been fitted nearby.  
As always, we are very much indebted to David and Pat Randall for keeping a close eye on weeds on the Trim Trail and for planting-out flower tubs in the villages and for looking after the fruit trees and everything else they do.
Our thanks go to Brandon Mahon & Simon Loughe for maintaining the Defibrillator equipment each week.
We offer thanks also to a volunteer who lives next to the green at the Russell Baron Road/Barton Hill junction for keeping an eye on and watering the flower tub there.
Many thanks are also due to Donna and Laurie Pott who have continued in their dedication to keep our village roadways, and the park, free from litter and for everything else they do round and about behind the scenes.  
Our current compiler for the Bugle, Meral Ahmed, has decided to move on and we express our gratitude for her hard work in producing, expanding and improving it and wish her well for the future - which I know will be very bright.
We also express our gratitude to Peter Forster, who continues to collect and sort the Bugles ready for distribution, and the team of volunteers who deliver them to all the homes in the villages. 
We have successful clubs and societies based in the villages and we owe a debt of gratitude to all volunteers who contribute their time.  
The Village Hall has again been well managed and maintained, despite the setback of vehicle damage to the front entrance, and our thanks go to those on the Management committee for their efforts. 
Also, I would like to offer gratitude to the residents who take the time and make an effort to get involved in matters by writing letters of objection or support for various planning Applications or TPO abuses or to attend PC meetings or Planning meetings or Appeals - to have their voices heard.  The old adage of 'if you don't ask you don't get' ... it is important that as Parish Councillors we get to see and hear those voices to help guide us in our deliberations.
Looking forward to the coming year... no doubt there will be more controversial Planning Applications and TPO problems to deal with, and we look forward to more attention being given to flooding and footpath widths and we may even get another pothole filled in - temporarily of course. 


Cllr. John Borrett, Chairman
