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Disclaimer Notice 
Fornham Bugle accepts all articles, notices and advertisements in good faith.  We cannot be  
responsible for the veracity of submissions, nor liable for the quality of goods or services  
advertised.  If you are considering using the services of any advertiser, we advise that you satisfy 
yourself as to the quality of goods and workmanship being offered prior to commencement of 
the work, and before any payment is made.  Fornham Bugle reserves the right to decline an 
article or advertisement, and may also discontinue publication of an article or advertisement, 
without either warning or explanation, where applicable giving a partial or total refund of any 
payment(s) made.  When publishing articles sent in by members of the public, we wish to make 
clear that in no way does it mean that Fornham Bugle agrees or concurs with any views or 
opinions expressed therein. 

The Parish Council on behalf of all parishioners would like to acknowledge with 

thanks and appreciation, the work carried out by the volunteers who organise and 

distribute the Bugle. 

   

 

OCTOBER 2020 - NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Newsletter number 113 

Fornham Bugle 
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ADVERTISING IN THE BUGLE 

The BUGLE is a free publication to all residents of Fornham St Martin  

and Fornham St Genevieve.  There are six editions per year. 

Our advertising rates from December 2019/ January 2021 are 

£66 per ½ page for 6 editions  £132 per full page for 6 editions 

10% discount is offered to advertisers located within the two  

villages.  For further information please contact the Parish Clerk,  

Vicky Bright, email your enquiry to fsmsgpc@gmail.com 

Orientation FULL PAGE HALF PAGE 

H x W 180 x 115 mm 85 x 115 mm 

Please supply logos in JPEG format and text Word doc. 

 

Articles for inclusion in the Bugle should be posted to: 
 

Pat & Su Brooklyn 
8 Franklin Gardens 
Cottenham 
Cambridge CB24 8QW 
 

Tel No:  01954 253 400   
Note new email:  buglefsmsg@gmail.com  

 

For advertising contact Parish Clerk (see below) or via 
email on website  http://fornhamstmartin.onesuffolk.net/ 
 

Delivery enquiries: Peter Forster Tel No: 01284 764723 
 

Please note: deadline for articles to be included in the  

DEC / JAN 2021 issue is NOON on SAT 21 NOV 2020  

Thank you. 
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CONTACTS DETAIL NUMBER 

Anglian Water Emergency (Reporting leaks etc) 0800771 881 

Cinema Cineworld, Parkway 0871 200 2000 

Councils St Edmundsbury 01284 763233 

 Suffolk County 0345 606 6067 

Electricity UK Power Networks (Power Cuts) 0800 316 3105 

EMERGENCY POLICE / FIRE / AMBULANCE 999 

Police 

This is the number to call when you 
want to contact your local police in 
England, Wales, Scotland or Northern 
Ireland - less urgent than a 999 call. 

101 

 Crime stoppers 0800 555 111 

NHS 
Free-call single non-emergency 
number medical helpline operating 
in England and Scotland. 

111 

Hospital West Suffolk Hospital 01284 713 000 

Samaritans Bury St Edmunds 
01284 750 000 

116 123 

Transport National Rail Enquiries 0345 748 4950 

  BSE Bus Station 01284 702 020 

  Taxi 01284 766777 

David Yates 

Churchwarden 
dyates11@hotmail.co.uk 01284 705157 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 



26  

 

Tel:   01359 234975 

Mobile:  07702 715722 

or email  sharpythesparky@hotmail.co.uk 
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The next meeting of the Parish Council is to be held on  

Thurs 8 Oct 2020 at 7:30pm, via Zoom; 

 

Zoom Meeting see page 14 for how to join in. 
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Weekly     

Monday 5:30 pm & 7:30 pm Slimming World 

Tuesday 10:00 am to 12 noon Mums & Toddlers** 

Thursday 10:00 am to 3:30 pm Patchwork 

Friday 7:15 pm to 10:00 pm Whist Drive in aid of St Nicholas Hospice 

**Term Time Only    
      

Monthly     

   

1st Wed 10:00 to 4:00 pm Sewing Craft 

1st Wed 7:15 pm to 10:00 pm 
Military Whist Drive in aid of Air  
Ambulance 

1st Thurs   

1st Fri 12 noon to 4:00 pm Spinners and Weavers 

      

2nd Tues 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm Garden Club (not January) 

2nd Wed   

      

3rd Mon 10:00 to 12 noon Probus Ladies 

3rd Wed 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm Ladies Club 

3rd Fri 12 noon to 4:00 pm Spinners and Weavers 

3rd Sun   

      

4th Wed 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Mary’s Quilters 

4th Wed 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm Card Making (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sept, Nov) 

3rd Wed 10:00 to 4:00 pm Card Making (Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sept, Nov) 

What’s on in Fornham St Martin Village Hall 

Occasional meetings 

Parish Council, Village Hall Committees  

If you would like to book the Village Hall for a club meeting, exhibition, or private party, please  

contact Roger Farnell, Hall Manager for bookings and enquiries on 07855 717 859  

fornhamhall@gmail.com or Maureen Hockett, Committee Chair for information 07887 778 353 

maureen_agar@hotmail.com 
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Any parishioners wishing to raise an issue should contact the Parish Clerk  

tel 07712 232 920 between 9 30 am - 2.30 pm Mon to Fri or between  

6 pm - 7 pm  Mon & Thurs evenings.  Or email anytime : fsmsgpc@gmail.com.   

Parish Office: 3 Scott Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk IP28 7LT (Appointment only) 

  

The Parish Council meets on the second Thursday of each month at 

7:30pm in the Village Hall with the exception of August & December. 

Borough / County Councillor 
Rebecca Hopfensperger  
Sarah Broughton 

07876 683516 

07929 305787 

MP 

Jo Churchill 

01284 752 311 

jo.churchilll.mp@parliament.uk 

Community Beat Officer 01284 774 100 

  

David Yates 

Churchwarden 

01284 705157 

dyates11@hotmail.co.uk 

Michael Collier (Chairman) Fornham St Genevieve 01284 704851 

Frank Stennett Fornham St Genevieve frank@stennetts.co.uk 

Penelope Borrett Fornham St Martin  01284 747140 

John Borrett Fornham St Martin  01284 747140 

Peter Forster Fornham St Martin  01284 764723 

Gary Hubbard (Vice Chair) Fornham St Martin  01284 753383 

Paul Butler Fornham St Martin  01284 760119 

Vicky Bright  

(Parish Clerk) 
 

07712 232920 

fsmsgpc@gmail.com 

P@RISH COUNCIL  P@RISH COUNCIL  P@RISH COUNCIL  P@RISH COUNCIL  updated 26.09.2020 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Its very pleasing to have Sunday Services continue again, with Family Communions 

commenced on 26 July.  We also started up again from 4 August our 10 am 

Communion services on alternate Tuesdays, a small quiet service, ideally suited to 

some. 

We have also managed to recruit the services of one of our favourite organists 

again, Paul Beddoe, to play suitable music during the Sunday services, which gives 

a really nice and fitting atmosphere. Even better Revd Sylvia  suggested that Paul 

play the hymns we would have had, and we follow the words. It was very hard to 

resist bursting into song, but we coped.! 

We held our Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 27 September, to maintain this 

important tradition, but unfortunately in the present circumstances this was not 

possible. In front of the altar decorations of fresh fruit and vegetables were laid 

out, donated after, but the Bishop’s advice was to mainly donate dried or tinned 

produce, to be donated to local food banks after, like Gatehouse. 

Remembrance Day is Sun 8 Nov, and it would be good to see many from the 

village, in memory of, and to recognise, all those who made the ultimate sacrifice 

for their country, especially the 15 from Fornham St Martin.  There will be a 

shorter than usual Communion Service in Church at 9.15 am, followed by the 

Remembrance Day Service at 10.15 am, and then prayers, reading of the names 

of the fallen, and laying of wreaths at the War Memorial at  11.00 am. Pray for 

fine weather.! 

We joined in the annual Suffolk Historic Churches Trust ( SHCT ) Ride and Stride 

on Sat 12 Sept, held throughout Suffolk. Judith Eley was our ‘’Rider ‘’ and  Heather 

Long was our ‘Strider ‘’ (accompanied by Mary Payne) making sponsorship  

possible, which was very good, to generate some much needed funds, with our 

grateful thanks. Much thanks too, to everyone who supported us by sponsoring 

them and Val Seaman who did her own Ride for the Church. It was a beautiful 

warm and sunny day, and they enjoyed our glorious Suffolk countryside and Bury, 

visiting 27 churches altogether. Sponsorships amount to £800, a magnificent 

amount for this event, which goes to SHCT, who return half, and keep the other 

half to amass a fund to give out as grants for needy Suffolk church fabric repairs.  

We have been fortunate to receive such a grant towards repairing our very badly 

worn tower steps, worn down after some 700 years use, as part of our Bells and 

Tower Project. 

To raise some badly needed late funds this year, we are holding a Jam & Chutney 

sale at the Church Gates on Sat 21 Nov and a Prize Draw, that we had planned 

for the Summer Fete but has now become a Christmas Draw, as the fete had to 

be cancelled. In order to make the Draw worthwhile and sell enough tickets we will 

be calling at houses during November with advance notice by leaflets, as we do  

 23 

 



22  

 

Chapman Property Improvements 
Free estimates.  10% discount for customers living within one mile  
radius of Fornham All Saints. 
 
If you own a home then I can help you with all your general maintenance needs. 

 
Upgrades and replacement.  Specialist Kitchens/Bathroom/Bedrooms. 
 
Contact Martin Chapman on 01284 724273 or 07860690047 
 
Email: Martin@cpi.freeuk.com  Over 30 years building trade experience 

Established in 1991. No job to big or to small.  NO VAT on labour 

City and Guilds Craft & Advance Craft Certificates in Carpentry & Joinery 

 

 7 

 

for the fete.  Whilst  we hope many will support this venture, we appreciate some 

may not. Lots of prizes as usual £50 and £25 cash and a Family Day Pass to  

Center Parcs leading the way. 

The church has been available for individual private prayer since early July, with 

Beryl and I available to open for anyone, as it is kept locked for the time being. 

This way we feel we can control, and keep a record of, anyone wishing to visit for 

this purpose and keep the risk of any virus transmission to subsequent visitors, to  

a minimum. Do please contact us if you would like to spend a few private spiritual  

moments in the Church, often a source of great comfort in difficult, maybe  

personal, times. 

We have now set a date for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on Sun 

11 October at 11.15 am after the 10 am Communion Service, much delayed from 

the original date of 14 April due to the Chinese Pandemic. We hope as many as feel 

able, and safe, will attend this very important meeting of the church. This will enable 

us to formally elect a Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Churchwardens for 

2021. Better late than never you might say, after all the restrictions and disruption 

we have, and still are, suffering. 

In September we held funeral / memorial services, followed by interment of ashes, 

for Eileen Laflin and Joyce Bridges. Our support, thoughts and prayers are with 

their families.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with Alan Goodenough at the funeral of Teresa, a 

long standing friend and supporter of both Fornhams Churches, whose Funeral 

Service was held at Fornham All Saints Church on 16 September. 

Parish Treasurers meet at the end of October, to consider next years Parish Share 

requested by the Diocese, mainly to cover the costs of providing Ministers, and 

their support.  Obviously income from events is disastrously down.  Appeal letters 

sent out have received limited, but encouraging responses, for which we are very 

grateful, but we need more if we are to be viable next year, and maintain the  

facilities the church offers for weddings, funerals and burials for example.  We also 

have to justify to the Diocese that we are a viable and financially stable Church, in 

these difficult times. 
 

Services at 10 am are : 

October :- Sundays 11 and 25 and Tuesdays 6 and 20 

November :-  Sundays 8 and 22 Tuesdays 3 and 17. 

Where a warm welcome awaits, despite being  

socially distanced apart.! 
 

David Yates (705157) 

Beryl Dykes (704109) Churchwardens 
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GARDEN CLUB 

On 17 August, the Committee held a meeting in the Chairman’s garden; 

luckily the sun was out and we could all safely socially distance! We were 

reduced in number to 6 in order to abide by the current coronavirus  

restrictions. Among other items, we deliberated on the feasibility of  

restarting our monthly meetings. We came to the conclusion that the 

restrictions on holding large indoor meetings were unlikely to be relaxed 

in the short term and that we would therefore cancel all our speakers for 

the rest of the year. Almost all visiting speakers have been happy to  

rebook for next year. Our January meeting would normally be the Annual 

Dinner at Bury Golf Club; the Committee will be in touch once we know if 

this will be possible.  

Although it is disappointing that we are unable to hold our monthly  

meetings, we currently still plan to go ahead with our trip to the  

Christmas Candlelight Tour at Holkham Hall, Norfolk on Friday, 11  

December. Places on the coach are still available and if you would like to 

go please contact Mike Clark (01284 750125). This is also open to  

non-members but numbers on the coach will be limited. 

More and more gardens are now open and although the need to book 

ahead is almost universal, this process has definitely become much  

easier than it was when we came out of lockdown. In the East of England, 

several gardens are free to RHS members on certain days of the week: 

Beth Chatto’s in Essex (any day from Nov-Mar), Anglesey Abbey gardens 

near Cambridge (any day), Fullers Mill at West Stow (Wednesday when 

open), Sandringham gardens, Norfolk (Wednesdays), and the Swiss  

Garden, Biggleswade (Thursday). All have websites to enable you to check 

that the above details still apply. In case we all end up in lockdown again,  

I would suggest getting out and visiting as many gardens as possible in 

the next month or so!  

Several garden-related podcasts are available, interesting to follow and 

generally free. A few suggestions: Gardening with the RHS, The Garden 

Podcast (also RHS), and Gardener’s Question Time, to name but a few. 

From time to time the English Heritage weekly podcasts, which are very 

well presented and interesting, will focus on gardens at their properties 

(eg, Episode 57 on 30 April 2020 discusses the planned transformation 

of the gardens at Belsay Hall in Northumberland by Dan Pearson). All  
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HOME CARE 
 

Qualified nursing / caring duties in clients own home, both 

temporary and permanent. 

Daytime and overnight care available,  

Escort and transport to doctor / hospital appointments . 

Disclosure and Barring Service (CRB) checked 

Please contact -  

Mrs Paula Drewry 01638 730 469 or 07980 017043 

Mrs Marsha Whatling 07925 950 984 

Please contact us we are here to help. 
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Accountancy and Taxation Services 
 

Based in Fornham St Martin          Website: www.fristonwicks.com 

I would be very happy to assist you with preparation of your accounts for  

your sole trade or limited company and your personal tax return. 
 

♦ Free initial consultation - Very competitive pricing - Supportive 

♦ Assist in setting up book keeping on QuickBooks in anticipation of Making 

Tax Digital by HMRC 

♦ Specialise in Owner Managed Businesses 

♦ Sole Traders 

♦ Limited companies 

♦ Self Assessment / Personal Tax  

Assisting you in fulfilling your Statutory and Tax obligation but also providing Financial  

information, as required, to assist you in making decisions. 
 

Please call 07941 641457 or email fristonwicks@btinternet.com. 
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CHUTNEY AT THE CHURCH 

Plus - Jams, Jellies, Marmalade and Mincemeat 

ST MARTINS CHURCH GATE 

FORNHAM ST MARTIN 

SATURDAY 21 November 10 am - 4 pm 

All proceeds to The Bells and Tower Project 

past episodes of most podcasts are available via the Podcast App and 

some are available via subscription-only streaming services. 

To finish on another cocktail and one that is very suitable for this season 

of the year. A Bramble is, as its name suggests, based on blackberries, 

which are now ripening in all the hedgerows. Shake together gin (50 

mls), lemon juice (25 mls), sugar syrup (three-quarters of a tablespoon) 

and a few ice cubes. Then strain this over a glass filled with crushed ice. 

Drizzle “crème de mure” (a blackberry liqueur) over the top so it trickles 

down into the drink, finishing with a lemon slice and a couple of fresh 

blackberries. It is very colourful! 

The Fornham Garden Club is always keen to welcome new members. 

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm in Fornham 

St Martin Village Hall and usually have outings to local gardens in the 

summer. Anybody with any queries about the meetings, outings or 

membership should contact the Chairman (Keith Jones, 728077). 
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#YourFuture #YourSay on West Suffolk Local Plan 
 

People’s views will be at the heart of forming a new Local Plan for West Suffolk 

which will help shape the future of communities and supporting development up 

to 2040. 

The Local Plan helps local communities continue to thrive in the future by setting 

out where homes will be built and supports where new jobs and other vital  

facilities are located. All West Suffolk planning decisions are judged against Local 

Plan policies. 

The Local Plan ensures the right number and types of homes are built in the 

right places and through its policies supports the provision of space for  

employment, green spaces, education, culture, health and sports facilities. It also 

looks at how infrastructure supports this growth and challenges faced in the 

area, such as climate change. 

It is also vital to prevent speculative development that could harm local  

communities and the environment. It ensures growth is well planned and  

supports future ambitions for the future. 

The process in involves three consultation stages with the first being the Issues 

and Options which will start in October and last for 10 weeks.  

This initial stage which will help shape the plan and the future of West Suffolk as 

it develops. The Issues and options part has three parts: Part One includes a 

vision for West Suffolk for the plan period to 2040 and a new draft settlement 

hierarchy; Part Two sets out issues in West Suffolk that are particularly relevant 

to our area; and Part Three contains sections for the towns, key service centres, 

local service centres and villages identified in the draft settlement hierarchy in 

part one of the plan.  

At this first information gathering stage, the council will be consulting and  

seeking comments on a variety of issues and options. This includes questions 

such as have we identified the challenges correctly and relevant local issues as 

well as is the settlement hierarchy right and is yours in the right place. 

Due to COVID-19 engagement on this will naturally be different to before the 

pandemic. There will be a range of ways people will be able to see the  

information, find out more and have their say, including a virtual exhibition online. 

As and if guidance changes on social gatherings the engagement will change to 

meet this where possible. 
 

We want everyone in and beyond West Suffolk to be involved in preparing 

your new local plan.  
 

Visit the exhibition https://westsuffolk.exhibition.app/  
 

Have Your Say https://westsuffolk.inconsult.uk/ 
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Hart Carpentry 
 

All Carpentry & Small Building Work 

New doors, Kitchen fitting, Studwork partitions 

Solid and laminate floors 

Bespoke media & shelving units  

Property repair and renovation 

1st and 2nd fix construction work  

Excellent contacts for other trades  

Qualified & experienced carpenter  

in both renovation and new build  
 

Matthew Hart 
01284 721597 / 07747467057 

hartcarpentry@ymail.com 
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D. J. HAILL LTD 

01449 737164  -  07766 024137 

 

Groundworks - Fencing - Driveways - Patios - 

Drainage - Concrete - Tarmac - Block paving- 

Drop kerbs - Shingle - Resin bond - 

Mini Digger hire 

Fully insured 

www.D.j.haill.co.uk 

Email. Hailldarren21@gmail.com 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *. * * * * * * * * * *  

PLEASE NOTE : The deadline for articles to be included in the DEC 20 /JAN 21 edition 

of the Bugle will be NOON 21 NOV 2020 This will ensure that residents receive their 

copy before the beginning of the month shown on the front cover. 

NOTE: email for contributors buglefsmsg@gmail.com  

Fornham St Martin Rock Trail 
 

Late Autumn Rocks 

Sorry about missing the last issues of the Bugle . . . but, hey, doesn’t 

time fly when you're having fun and painting rocks. 
 

We hope you have enjoyed the rocks put out of the summer, especially 

with a longish dose of lockdown thrown in.  We’ve had some lovely  

comments from villages saying how much it’s added to their enjoyment 

of a walk around the Fornhams – especially with children and  

grandchildren when, let’s face it, there hasn’t been too much else to do. 
 

We think there’s been somewhere in the region of 2,000 gone out.  

And guess what ?  All gone.  Who knows where ? 
 

On the plus side it was quite exciting to find a lovely ‘heart’ from Cape 

Town rocks.  It’s up on the Facebook page if you want to have a look.  

We also posted a picture back to their Facebook page and had over 60 

‘likes’ and ‘comments’.  We know it was first seen up at Moreton Hall 

before arriving in Fornham and can only hope that whoever hid it has 

taken some of ours back to South Africa with them. 
 

As we move through autumn and into winter there’ll be Halloween and 

then Christmas rocks to come. 
 

I’ll end with the usual plea from The Rock Fairy: have fun finding and 

rehiding our Fornham rocks but PLEASE try and remember to post 

some pictures on #Fornham St Martin Rock Trail – it only takes a 

minute. 
 

Happy Autumn Rocking 
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LADIES CLUB 

“Ladies” in Limbo. 
 

Limbo - an uncertain period of awaiting a decision or resolution - so  

explains one of the meanings of “limbo” in my concise Oxford Dictionary.  

I think this fits the bill very well for where Ladies Club find itself now! 

 

Fornham St Martin Village Hall is now “open” but because of COVID-19 

restrictions we can only have 15 chairs. Yes, we are a small club, but 

how to choose which 15 members could attend our meetings - issue 

tickets perhaps? Or maybe have a lottery? I am smiling as I write this! A 

very difficult situation for the Committee to resolve - so Ladies Club will 

remain resting in limbo, linked by the thread of this report and the  

Village Grapevine - awaiting a more suitable resolution. 

 

We have had difficult situations to resolve in the past.  One winter, many 

years ago, membership numbers went down to 10 attending meetings. 

Should we close? Fornham St Martin Parish Council came to our  

rescue with a grant. We held Jumble Sales to boost funds and numbers 

picked up.  Our Club was back in business! 

 

Recently we have been enjoying lovely late Summer weather. 

This was especially welcome on Saturday 12 September the day for the 

Suffolk Historic Churches Ride & Stride. I have supported this for many 

years, first riding and later walking - not striding as the event describes 

itself!  This year I was walking with my friend Heather from Fornham St 

Martin. She was being sponsored by friends from FSM church?  I was 

walking for All  Saints, Bury St Edmunds. It was a glorious day, sunny 

from end to end!. 

 

We started in Fornham All Saints, then off to Fornham St Martin where 

Heather lives, walking through Fornham St Genevieve where I used to 

live. After this we reached the town, visiting 17 churches in total. Not 

many were open but we took photos at each - to prove we had been 

there! 
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Malcolm Jeffery 

Community Funeral Celebrant 
 

My name is Malcolm and I am your local community funeral celebrant 

living in Manners Road, Fornham St Martin.  I can conduct religious, 

semi-religious and non-religious funerals and have over 20 years’  

experience. 

When the time comes, I’ll visit you in your home and help you to  

prepare the funeral for that special person.  I can give advice and  

guidance or follow the plans you have in mind.  I have conducted  

funerals at the crematorium, Woodland Cemeteries and at the  

Cemetery Chapels followed by a burial.  

I am also happy to plan visits in advance if you would like this to happen. 

 

Mobile        07988 770022 

Email          malcolmjeffery@mail.com 

Website     malcolmjeffery.co.uk 
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 01284 811 181 / 07866 866 880 
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JULY 2020 

1st £30 Maurice Buxton 

2nd  £15 Robbie Snazell 

3rd £5 Barbara Jones 

AUGUST 2020 

1st £30 T Goodenough 

2nd  £15 W Flack 

3rd £5 G Pickavance 

FSM 100  CLUB WINNERS 

We stopped for lunch in the garden/churchyard of the Quakers Chapel 

in St John’s Street having bought our sandwich from “Wrights” just 

across the street. We stopped again for a cup of tea at Milly Tyler  

Tearooms in Langton Place.  

We eventually reached All Saints, Park Road - our final Church and close 

to where I live. We had walked from All Saints to All Saints! A lovely day, 

different from usual, we shared lots of good conversation and laughs! 

 

I wonder what changes might be ahead? Will we be going from  

Lockdown to Limbo and back to Lockdown again? I hope not, but there 

are many rumours flying around! 

 

Until next our next edition, stay safe, keep your distance and please send 

me any news you have of Ladies Club members. 

 

Mary Payne 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

1st £30 John Groom 

2nd  £15 Betty Sharman 

3rd £5 Michele Rounce 

OCTOBER 2020 

1st £30 Terry Miles 

2nd  £15 Melvyn Jocelyn 

3rd £5 Jenny Foster 
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